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As described in recent reports by Witness for Peace, contra kidnappings have expanded to include
a strategy of intimidation and threats against community leaders active in local peace commissions.
Next, recent kidnappings in the Jinotega area of more than 100 people in a two-month period
suggest that the contras are entering another phase of large-scale kidnappings for recruitment
purposes. Nearly 60 people were reportedly taken from the Yali area in November and December,
and another 60 from near Las Latas, while more than two dozen people were kidnapped from the
Pantasma Valley in the month of November. A 21-year-old social worker kidnapped on Nov. 8 from
the Pantasma Valley area reported to WFP volunteers that she was repeatedly raped by a contra
leaders during the 12 days she was held. The contras told her she would be taken to Honduras
to cook for them, but she managed to escape on Nov. 20. She said the contras told her she was
kidnapped because she worked for the government. A 15-year-old girl kidnapped on Nov. 29 by
a group of 30 contras told WFP that she was raped by one man in the group repeatedly for a week
before she escaped. She is now afraid to return to the Pantasma Valley and is living in Jinotega
City. On Dec. 2, 70 contras attacked the 17-family community of San Bartolo, northeast of Morrillo
on Lake Nicaragua, killing one 79-year-old woman and wounding six other civilians, including
five children. Six children under age 15 were among the dead in two attacks in the same area on
Nov. 21. At 2 a.m. a group of 200 contras attacked both the Las Palomas and the Nueva Oporta
resettlement communities, both within 12 miles of San Miguelito, Rio San Juan province. In addition
to the dead, 30 more people were wounded seriously enough to require hospitalization, according
to survivors interviewed by WFP. Fourteen of the wounded were children. Contras killed a 13-yearold boy and injured five others during an early morning attack on the Oro Verde coffee cooperative,
eight miles northeast of Esteli. The boy was a member of the local self-defense militia. Among the
wounded were three children from six to eleven years of age. The contras burned a truck, blew
up part of the main house, damaged the community kitchen, and destroyed the motor used for
coffee processing. Cooperative members told WFP that they hoped to have a new motor by Dec.
14, but would probably lose a good portion of their coffee harvest because of the attack. At 9 p.m.,
70 contras attacked the 17-family community at the San Bartolo state farm, about two hours by
horseback northeast of El Morrito on Lake Nicaragua. A 79-year-old woman and a member of
the self-defense militia were killed, and six wounded, including five children. The contras also
kidnapped four men; two had returned to the community by Dec. 15. The contras burned the main
house, stole or destroyed the community's stock of rice and corn, destroyed roofing, barbed wire,
a communications radio, and a chain saw. WFP volunteers spoke with two survivors in the San
Carlos hospital. On Dec. 10, contras killed civilian Victor Duarte Baez during an attack on the small
Apompua cattle and agricultural cooperative five miles south of Juigalpa. Two of Duarte Baez's
sisters, 17 and 13 years of age, were kidnapped. WFP volunteers spoke with family members in
Juigalpa Dec. 11. Santos Baez, Victor's older brother, was on watch when the contras attacked at
1 a.m. with grenades and M-19s. He ran for help from soldiers guarding a nearby bridge. In the
meantime, Victor was killed and the two girls kidnapped. Victor, also a member of the local militia,
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was asleep at home when the attack began. When Santos returned with soldiers, the contras were
trying to burn the house down, but did not succeed. According to Santos, about 60 contras attacked
the cooperative, which was home to six people at the time. On Dec. 14, two airplanes dropped four
bombs a mile outside a resettlement community known as Panali in Nueva Segovia. The community
had suffered two previous contra attacks in 1987. The bombs caused no injuries or material damage.
Local residents were perplexed as to the objective of the bombing, since the closest military
installation is over 12 miles away. In mid-December WFP volunteers interviewed survivors of contra
attacks on two resettlement communities outside San Miguelito on Lake Nicaragua. The attacks took
place Nov. 21. The volunteers confirmed that 10 people were killed, and 30 injured. Six of the 10 who
died were children under 15 years of ago, and 14 of the injured were children. WFP was told that on
Nov. 20 a group of about 200 contras kidnapped five men from Las Palomas, one of the communities
attacked Nov. 21. According to residents of Las Palomas, the contras tortured and killed one of the
five, who was a member of the local self-defense militia, and released the other four. The same
group of contras then apparently ambushed and killed two people looking for those who had been
kidnapped. On Dec. 24, journalists touring Siuna were told that five children and two women who
had sought protection during a Dec. 20 contra attack in a sewer were shot at close range. According
to witness Esperanza Granados, a contra who was attempting to escape from the residents' counterattack, approached the sewer and the children screamed. He then shot into the sewer, killing all
seven. (Basic data from Witness for Peace newsbriefs, 12/17/87, 12/29/87; Prensa Latina, 12/24/87)
[Witness for Peace is a church-sponsored research group with offices in Washington and Managua.
WFP volunteers' activities are concentrated on traveling to the sites of contra attacks and clashes
between the Sandinista army and the contras, where they interview survivors. It is the only private
organization that attempts systematically to investigate every significant armed confrontation in
Nicaragua.]
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